Hart, Edwin F.


To: 	Winkler, Arnold


Cc: 	Hogan, Michael (NIST); Larsson, Karl (Sweden, OCR-B); McMillan, Kate (X3)


Subject: 	Action:  OCR-B reference drawings





Dear Arnold,





L2, as the US TAG for the OCR-B standard needs to take action with respect to the OCR-B drawings now held by NIST.





SC 2 needs to take action regarding the OCR-B reference drawings.  





Here is the concern.  The current standard states that reference drawings are available from ECMA and the US NBS (now NIST, National Institute of Science and Technology).  I understand from Mr. Karl Larsson that ECMA no longer has the drawings  (see enclosed message).  Mr. Michael Hogan from NIST has told me that NIST would like for ISO to find some other sponsor to hold and distribute the drawings.  As an alternative to the reference drawings, Mr. Larsson had suggested creating a PostScript reference for the characters.  However, he was concerned because he had no sponsor to do the specification in PostScript.  A third alternative is to not have any reference material beyond what is contained in the standard (or in the future technical report).





To resolve this issue, I suggest the following actions:





SC 2 confirm with ECMA that it no longer has the OCR reference drawings.


SC 2 decides a preference for handling the reference material.  


If the preference is for the reference drawings, then SC 2 needs an organization to store the current reference drawings from NIST, or ECMA, or both.


If the preference is for the PostScript reference, SC 2 needs to determine if one already exists, and if not, then to fine a volunteer to create such a reference.


If SC 2 cannot locate volunteers to store the reference drawings or to create a PostScript reference, then the only choice left is to not have any reference materials.


SC 2 informs ECMA and NIST of its decision so that the current reference materials can either be shipped to the new volunteer or destroyed.








----------


From:  Mike Hogan � HYPERLINK "mailto:[SMTP:m.hogan@nist.gov]" ��[SMTP:m.hogan@nist.gov]�


Sent:  07 November, 1997 14:03


To:  Hart, Edwin F.


Cc:  � HYPERLINK mailto:mccabe@nist.gov; ��mccabe@nist.gov;� Shirley Radack; Kate McMillan


Subject:  Re: FW: OCR-B reference drawings





Ed,





I would prefer that the official standards bodies for OCR-B confirm the fate of ECMA’s master drawings.  NIST is willing to turn over our OCR-B master drawings, derived from ECMA’s, to someone designated by the official standards bodies for OCR-B.  Per my last year’s email to you, NIST has withdrawn its Standards Reference Materials (SRMs)for OCR-B and is not selling or maintaining its leftover stock of SRMs.  


My information shows NCITS A1 and JTC 1/SC 2 as the national and international standards groups for OCR-B standards.  So we would like to hear from these groups, as well as NCITS L2, about disposition of our OCR-B stock (masters and SRMs), the sooner the better.  


Please consider this, and last year’s mail to you, as a formal request from NIST.





Mike





=======================================================================


To:	“Hart, Edwin F.” <� HYPERLINK "mailto:HartEF1@bisdpo1.bisdnet.jhuapl.edu" ��HartEF1@bisdpo1.bisdnet.jhuapl.edu�>


From:	Mike Hogan <� HYPERLINK "mailto:m.hogan@nist.gov" ��m.hogan@nist.gov�>


Subject:	Re: OCR-B Drawings


Cc:	Shirley Radack <� HYPERLINK "mailto:shirley.radack@nist.gov" ��shirley.radack@nist.gov�>, Mike McCabe <� HYPERLINK "mailto:r.mccabe@nist.gov" ��r.mccabe@nist.gov�>, Kate McMillan <� HYPERLINK "mailto:kmcmillan@itic.nw.dc.us" ��kmcmillan@itic.nw.dc.us�>


Bcc: 


X-Attachments: 


Dear Ed,


I have checked on the status of the NIST (NBS) Standard Reference Materials (SRMs) for the OCR-B characters.  NIST has withdrawn these SRMs.  However, we still have some sets of some of these reference drawings.  I have a paper copy of the old NBS SRM certificate and can send you one if you wish.  I believe we have our master drawings as well.  I and Mike McCabe were scheduled to do an inventory today of what we still have but Mike McCabe is now hospitalized and any further checking will have to wait.


Some further information which may assist you is:  our master drawings are derived from the ECMA master drawings; our reference drawings are for the constant strokewidth fonts (not the letterpress fonts); and our drawings are photographic reproductions (silver halide film emulsions on a polyester base) and should inherently have a long shelf-life even though they are now about twenty years old.


If, after checking with ECMA, you determine that no one is still offering OCR-B reference drawings and ISO/IEC JTC 1 SC 2 would like to remedy this, it should be possible for NIST to transfer its reference drawings to someone designated by SC 2, if this would help.  If SC 2 decides upon an alternative approach, NIST will probably decide to dispose of our remaining OCR-B material which is still around only by chance.


Please let me know what SC 2 finds out from ECMA .





Also, you may want to copy X3A1 on all of this since I believe ANSI X3.49 (OCR-B) is still on the books.  If so, is it clear who has the U.S. TAG assignment for ISO 1073-2?


  


Good Luck,  





Mike Hogan


>----------


>From:	K I Larsson � HYPERLINK "mailto:[SMTP:kil@lwpc.a.se]" ��[SMTP:kil@lwpc.a.se]�


>Sent:	06 November, 1997 05:31


>To:	Hart, Edwin F.


>Cc:	Michael Hogan


>Subject:	OCR-B reference drawings


>


>


>Dear Ed,


>


>I just had information from ECMA that they actually do not keep the 


>OCR-B reference drawings any longer (I suppose that may have been part 


>of their getting disengaged from the SC 2 work).


>This is slightly alarming, since the ISO 1073-2 is still there, being 


>referred to in the ICAO, ISO and CEN standards for passports. So I 


>will bring the matter up immediately with the SC 2 Secretariat, which 


>is responsible for 1073.


>I suppose this means that either NIST should continue to keep the 


>drawings, as the only source for them, or there has to be found some 


>other organization that takes on that responsibility.


>In the long run, if OCR-B is not deleted completely - which is a 


>little difficult to foresee now when the MRTD (Machine-Readable Travel 


>Documents; passports, visa and other types of documents) standards 


>have not only been revised but also extended - the solution would be 


>to transfer the reference drawings into the 9541 (i.e. practically 


>PostScript Type 1) syntax, as I proposed for the intended extensions 


>to the OCR-B repertoire. But that calls for some sponsor for the 


>work.


>I will keep you posted on the progress.


>Best regards,


>KI


>


>


>


>





