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The Old Hanzi Expert Group held a group meeting in Harbin, China
on 13" -15™ of September, 2007 in prior to IRG#29. And recapped
the last report at IRG#28 meeting and discussed open issues in
details.

This report is organized as follows:
® Summary of discussion at this meeting

® Revised work plan for the development of Old Hanzi

inscriptions repertoire.

1. Review of the document N1325 (Old Hanzi Expert Group Report
at the IRG #28 Meeting) (no change)

2. Review of the document N1336 (Old Hanzi Principles and

References \ersion 3).

3. Summary of discussion in this meeting




Agenda was set on the proposal (N1346) brought up by Japanese
delegacy, and Shuowen radical 101-180 of Oracle Bone inscriptions that
were submitted by China and Taiwan respectively, according to the work
project decided at the IRG28 Meeting.

Japanese delegacy’s proposal N1346 was discussed in the meeting. In the
proposal it stated that the foundation of ordering should be established on
Yin-hsu chia-ku ko-tzu lei-chuan (E&IEF 'fFf’%UﬁHTE%I>> , edited by Yao
Hsiao-sui(#<=/ %), which was developed from Yin-hsu pu-tzu tsung-lei

(B4 | BEFEE) edited by Shima Kunio(fZ551) in Japan. In fact, the
ordering method applied by the above two books is called “Natural
Classification”. It is invented by Tang Lan(’?’ﬁ%l), a researcher of Chinese
ancient characters (Shima Kunio mentioned this point in his book). Tang
Lan did not push “Natural Classification” to a full length because he is
aware that there are some drawbacks to use natural classification for
radical classification of Oracle Bone inscriptions. Examples are listed
below.

Example 1

“have” r_EJJ: ¥ F"I:fﬁi/ 1289 ~ F"I:fﬁi/ (QLEY 7FEFF>> —= >
Jin-Wen &3 <<£,]fll>>
‘T Warring Kingdoms inscriptions 8 [ssl=b = (7 55 ) ~
) Warring Kingdoms inscriptions sl <b 9~ ETI‘E'H
((FHZERT) -
D Small Seal /|- 5 (¢ )

Example 2

"morning” TR 1 R PIEIY (BB —F
F‘Warrmg Kingdoms inscriptions ¥ [ 3y
i e



|8l Warring Kingdoms inscriptions ¥l = (F
%)~
= e

/& - Fg Small Seal '] ¥ (F¥ )

Hanzi has had a history of over three thousand years since Oracle
Bone inscriptions. No matter Oracle Bone inscriptions, Jin-Wen, Warring
Kingdoms inscriptions, Big Seal (including Zhou-Wen), Small Seal, Li
style or Kai style, there exists a link of inheritance and they can not be
divided without consideration. If one has enough understanding on the
development of Hanzi it would not be hard to find out from the above
examples that if using “Natural Classification” characters with identical
sound or meaning but different shape will be scattered and are rather
difficult to be unified. Furthermore, applying “Natural Classification” is
insufficient. For example, in Yin-hsu chia-ku ko-tzu lei-chuan (E&¥EF '*FJ'
JIEERIEL) there are more than one hundred characters that can not be
classified into any radicals.

After thorough discussion at the meeting and we think in the field of
Oracle Bone inscriptions there are always two different methods of
ordering, Natural Classification or Shuowen. Both methods hold
advantages and disadvantages. Natural Classification is more convenient
for glyph search of Oracle Bone inscriptions but it has the disadvantage
of unable to group variant Chinese characters, and it also can not be
applied by the same classification method like some of the ancient
characters Jin-Wen, Warring Kingdoms inscriptions and Small Seal. If
ordering is done according to Shuowen, it is easy to group variant
Chinese characters and can be applied by the same classification method
like some of the ancient characters Jin-Wen, Warring Kingdoms
inscriptions and Small Seal. However there is a drawback, ordering for
characters not included in Shuowen has to be handled in a special way.
IRG’s job on the classification of OIld Hanzi covers a complete



classification on Oracle Bone inscriptions, Jin-Wen, Warring Kingdoms
inscription and Small Seal. It is better to choose identical ordering
method, and such objective can be reached only by following Shuowen
ordering. Thus, in the meeting agreement was reached unanimously to
continue following IRG’s confirmed ordering principle, which means to
use Shuowen ordering method to process Old Hanzi ordering including
Oracle Bone inscriptions.

In the meeting, discussion was completed on Shuowen radical
101-180 of Oracle Bone inscriptions that were submitted by China(IRGN
1344) and Taiwan(IRGN 1343) respectively. Thus, it was closed
according to plan.

4. Work plan

(1) Next work project was also discussed in the meeting, and
decided to complete Shuowen radical 181-260 of Oracle Bone
inscriptions in next IRG meeting.

(2) By 28 March 2008, complete the Oracle Bone inscriptions of the 180
-260 radicals in Shuowen by all interested parties and submit the
results to Prof. Li Guoying.

(3) By 10 April 2008, Wei Lin-Mei(Selena) finishes the consolidation of
all the submissions provided by all interested parties and email to all
members of the Old Hanzi Expert Group.

(4) From 11 April to IRG#30 2008, examination of the Oracle Bone
inscriptions character table.

(5) Before IRG#30, submit the commented Oracle Bone inscriptions

4



character table to IRG Rapporteur.

Appendix: A combined character table of Oracle Bone Inscriptions

Members attended the meeting were Li Guoying, Zhao Cheng,
Dong Lianchi, Zhou Xiaowen, Chen Shuangxin, Zhao Fu, Wei Lin-
Mei(Selena), Jung Bor-Sheng(&iff12 ), Yuen Kwok-wa(® BZ ),

Wang Xiao, Cao Ying .

End of document
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