Accredited Standards Committee	Doc. No.:	X3L2/95-128


X3, Information Technology*	Date:	31 December, 1995


X3L2, Codes and Character Sets	 Project:	12-RF


		Reference:	X3L2/95-082


		Reply to:	Edwin Hart


To:	Don Schricker (Micro Focus, Inc.)		Applied Physics Laboratory


	X3L2, X3 Secretariat		11100 Johns Hopkins Rd.


			Laurel, MD  20723-6099


			Voice:  	+1 301 953-6926


			FAX:  	+1 301 953-1093


			E-Mail:	Edwin.Hart@jhuapl.edu


Subject:	X3L2 response to comments from the public review of recommendation to reaffirm X3.4-1986, 7-bit ASCII


Statements from Don Schricker (Micro Focus, Inc.)


(Mr. Schricker’s statements are in bold font.  Commentary from X3L2 is in a normal font under each statement.  The X3L2 response follows this section.)


We think that there is still a need for an ORDERING (collating sequence) Standard for 7-bit coded characters (for reference in X3.23 [COBOL]).


Paragraph 1.8 of X3.4-1986 states that collation is considered outside of the scope of the standard.


Collation is outside of the scope of X3L2.  JTC1/SC22/WG20 is developing an international standard collation sequence for the character set of ISO/IEC 10646-1:1993.  X3L2 also understands that NISO is developing a US standard in this area.  The contacts for it are:


NISO


Patricia Harris


4733 Bethesda Avenue Suite 300


Bethesda, MD  20814


Tel: 301-654-2512


Fax: 301-654-1721


e-mail: nisohq@cni.com


Editor for the Standard


Hans Wellisch


The Promenade 1529S


5225 Pooks Hill Road


Bethesda, MD  20814


Tel:  301-571-2364


You may also want to consider the Canadian sorting standard, CSA Z243.4.1-1990, Canadian Alphanumeric Ordering Standard for the Character Set of CSA Z243.4.


Paragraph 1.2 still references ISO 646-1983.  This is no longer current and should NOT be referenced in any ANSI Standard.


X3L2 agrees that ISO/IEC 646:1991 is the current version of this standard.  However, at the time when X3.4-1986 was written, ISO 646:1983 was current.  Unfortunately, X3.4 lacks a statement to the effect that X3.4-1986 reflects the current versions of standards at the time of publication.


The references to, and the information provided for, the characters handled by ISO 646-1991, Paragraph 8.2 - are neither current nor correct in ANSI X3.4-1986.


Compare - Paragraph 4.3, Table 7, Table B1, Paragraph B5


Paragraph B5.3 is particularly out-of-date and incorrect.


Comments 3 and 4 address the same issue, namely, that ISO/IEC 646:1991 changed the international reference version (IRV) to be the graphic characters of X3.4-1986.  Once again, X3.4-1986 was correct at the time that it was approved.


X3L2 Response


The last three statements are valid.  However, to properly correct these concerns would require that X3.4-1986 be revised.  X3L2 feels that revising X3.4-1986 would not be the best use of the volunteers’ time.
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