Information technology — 	[Helvetica]


An operational model for characters and glyphs


People recognize and process characters by their shapes.  Thus, people normally closely associate a character and its shape.  Information technology, in contrast, makes distinctions between the concepts of a character’s meaning (the “character”) and its shape (the “glyph”).  The close association people make between characters and glyphs, and the distinction made by information technology have produced a conflict that has led to misunderstanding and confusion.  The successful promulgation and implementation of character coding, text editing, presentation and publication standards require an understanding of the appropriate use of character codes and glyph identifiers.
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1.  Scope


�
The purpose of this Technical Report is to provide an idealized framework for discussing characters and glyphs.  For illustration, the Technical Report uses examples from scripts coded in ISO/IEC 10646 and glyphs registered according to ISO/IEC 10036. The Technical Report:


indicates that it is unnecessary and inadvisable:


in glyph registries, to register any additional glyph having the same shape and associated glyph properties as a registered glyph, where the glyphs are distinguished solely by their association to different characters


2.  Normative references


ISO/IEC 10646-1: 1993, Information technology — Universal multiple-octet coded character set (UCS) — Part 1: Architecture and basic multilingual plane.


3.  Definitions


3.1	character : A member of a set of elements used for the organisation, control, or representation of data. (ISO/IEC 10646-1: 1993)
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