Subject:  Issues with Encoding Braille


At what level of coding are we talking?


Coding Braille characters into ISO/IEC 10646


Coding or converting the ISO/IEC 10646 characters into Braille characters


using multiple existing basic (2x3) Braille character cells


using multiple new (2x4) extended Braille character cells (basic Braille character cell plus 2 dots above and basic Braille character cell plus 2 dots below)


Expanding the number of dots in Braille (beyond the existing [2x3] US character cell or the [2x10] extended Braille cell discussed in the Japanese proposal to ISO/IEC JTC1/SC2/WG2 in document WG2 N1279)


Unifying several US Braille coding schemes into one (BRL proposal)


If 1.a.:


Is Braille a presentation form or a character?


A character, since the mapping from Braille characters to Latin characters is one-to-many (5 schemes in the US)


What ANSI or ISO standards exist for Braille?


Check ISO/TC173/SC4.


Is the Japanese proposal a reasonable approach?





