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Request from scholars of the Grantha user community

To:

From:

Tamil Nadu, 2010-Jun-20

The concerned officials of Unicode

Scholars on behalf of the traditional Grantha user community in Tamil Nadu

Namaste.

Shriramana Sharma, who is a Vedic scholar well-known to us and who has

commendable knowledge in Vedic and related matters as judged by us, has brought

to our attention the following that:

1.

In order for the Grantha script, which is well known to and used by the Vedic
scholars of South India, specifically Tamil Nadu, to be made available for use
in computers in the best manner possible, it is necessary for this script to be
registered in a system called “Unicode”.

There are technical details regarding the way this script is registered in
Unicode which will affect how the script represents the (one and only)
language which this script was evolved to represent, which is Sanskrit.

If there are mistakes in the registration process, the rules of Unicode may
prevent those mistakes being corrected later.

It is therefore very important that the script is registered properly in Unicode
so that it correctly represents the Sanskrit language.

Sharma has made all efforts to ensure this correct representation by means of
submitting to the concerned officials a proposal document and some more
related documents. In these he has asked for the registration of the script in
Unicode by listing all the characteristics of the script and also discussing other
technical matters regarding the use of the script in computers. (He has

consulted many of us during the preparation of this proposal and has
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submitted the proposal with the approval of those consulted. Those who were
not consulted at the time of the proposal have examined the document now
and find it a true description of the script.)

6. Some other people have separately submitted proposals for the Grantha
script. One of them insists that the different ways of writing vowelless

consonants in Grantha:
L" LE LY & & gb w5 5w

etc cause different meanings in words and therefore must be treated
differently in writing. However, said party has not provided any proof for the
same (because there exists none).

7. To prevent any misrepresentation of the script in Unicode due to the
insistence of this person, he (Shriramana Sharma) has put forward lengthy
arguments discussing the matter and pointing out that in the Sanskrit
language, the script or orthography-style thereof used in writing is
immaterial, and it is the sound content alone that provides the meaning.

Therefore writing words with either of these consonant forms is equivalent:
&fT)6)_I§6)_II'I'L,_F &”)@JQG)_IITLE &”)6)_|36)_IITL,_Q

We are in full agreement with Shriramana Sharma in this matter. Any
knowledgeable Vedic/Sanskrit scholar will certainly agree with us. Vedic/Sanskrit is
written in many Indian scripts such as Devanagari, Telugu, Kannada etc as also
Grantha. These scripts mostly have only one way of writing vowelless consonants
and it is only Grantha that we see three, as pointed out by Shriramana Sharma in his
proposal. When such scripts as Devanagari having only one written form of
vowelless consonants are able to correctly able to represent Vedic/Sanskrit, it is
meaningless to say that in Grantha the change between one way of writing them and

another will cause a change in meaning.



Shriramana Sharma has previously obtained a letter endorsing this analysis of
Sanskrit/Grantha from one of the prominent Vedic/Sanskrit scholars of Tamil Nadu,
Mahamahopadhyaya Dr R Krishnamurti Shastri, whose credentials he has described
in page 56 of his proposal document. He has also included a copy of this letter in his
document at pages 65, 66. All of us endorse the view of Dr Krishnamurti Shastri.

We only wish to point out that Dr Shastri has mentioned only two written
forms of vowelless consonants in his letter, while Sharma has three, because Dr
Shastri has taken the “touching virama forms” and “spacing virama forms”
described by Sharma as one due to their high degree of similarity. However, Sharma
is correct to analyse that there are three different forms because of the consistent
different in appearance between the two forms mentioned above, and the
behavioural difference with respect to the repha.

It is, however and as said by Dr Shastri, not at all true that the difference
between these forms causes any difference in meaning.

Therefore the Unicode registration of Grantha must be done in such a way as
will preserve the unity of meaning between the different ways of writing vowelless
consonants in Grantha. If, as requested by others, any change is made so that one
vowelless consonant form is not the same in meaning as all other vowelless
consonant forms, then it would not be a correct representation of Grantha.

Shriramana Sharma informs us that this other party who asks for this change
has demanded the inclusion of some letter or technical device called a “Chillu
Marker”, whatever that means, into the Grantha script registration. He informs us
that this would mean that the abovementioned equality in meaning between the
various vowelless forms is not maintained. Apparently this other party has asked for
this device (apart from the claimed but non-existent difference in meaning
mentioned above) in order to enable writing Malayalam in Grantha script.

Sharma informs us that he himself has also asked for the inclusion of some
new letters which are not used in Sanskrit/Grantha but which would be needed to

represent other-language words, notably names of places from South Indian
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languages and English, in Sanskrit/Grantha. Such methods of “improving” the script
are welcome, but any such efforts must not affect the writing of Sanskrit in Grantha.

Sharma has explained to us the new letters he is asking for, and we do not
have a problem with any of those letters. However, Sharma points out that the
device/letter that this other party is asking for called “Chillu Marker” will make it
impossible to correctly write Sanskrit in Grantha by maintaining the meaning
equality mentioned above. If this is true, then it certainly must not be permitted. If
the other party has any suggestions for new letters in the Grantha registration which
do not badly affect the writing of Sanskrit/Grantha, then we have no objections to
that. The same is true for any characters proposed by Sharma. However, it is
important that the writing of Sanskrit in Grantha is to be preserved and any addition
of new letters must be made so that they do not affect this writing.

It is not possible for every script to be equally capable — in representing any
language other than its native language — as the native script of that language. For

example, the English words “read” (past tense) and “red” (colour) will both be

written in Indian scripts only as ¥ Qi etc and it is not possible to get the difference

in meaning via Indian scripts. The Unicode officials will certainly know this.
Therefore there is no meaning in adding newer and newer characters to make
Grantha (or any other script) equally as capable as other scripts, whether Malayalam
or otherwise, in representing other languages, i.e. languages which the script was
not originally evolved for, which in the present case all languages other than
Sanskrit. If at all it is considered useful, it may be only done so long as it does not
have any bad effects on the way Sanskrit is written in Grantha. We repeat this only
to emphasize our strong view on this.

Therefore we Vedic scholars of Tamil Nadu, upon request by Shriramana
Sharma, have examined the situation and request the concerned officials of the

Unicode script registration system, that:



they do not include in the Unicode registration of Grantha any letters/devices
such as this “Chillu Marker” that will not preserve the meaning unity
between the different written forms of vowelless consonants in
Sanskrit/Grantha.

they make all efforts to ensure that the registration of Grantha will preserve
the way in which the Grantha script represents the Sanskrit language.

if at all necessary then they add extra letters to the script for writing words
from other languages only so long as it is practically useful, so long as such

addition does not conflict with the stipulation above.

We also request the Unicode officials to make efforts to ensure that the special letters

and marks used for writing Vedic Sanskrit in Grantha are also included since it is the

Vedic community of Tamil Nadu, of which we are a part, that is regularly using the

Grantha script. In fact, there are many among the Vedic community here, especially

students, who can read Sanskrit written in only the Grantha script and not the

Devanagari script. Therefore it is important that the Vedic letters and marks of

Grantha are also correctly included in the Unicode form of Grantha. We find

Sharma’s proposal correct and complete in this aspect also. So the Vedic characters

may be encoded based on the descriptions given within it.

Please find our signatures and qualifications attached.
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