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1 Introduction

This is a preliminary proposal to encode the Vatteluttu script in Unicode. Its purpose is to present a tentative
encoding model for the script. Research is ongoing and a formal proposal is forthcoming, which will contain
background information and additional details on the script. Feedback is sought from experts. The code
points used here are arbitrary and will likely change once the script is allocated to the Unicode Roadmap.

2 Script Details

2.1 Structure

The general structure of Vatteluttu is similar to that of Tamil. Each consonant letter possesses an inherent
vowel. Independent vowels are written using letters. Non-initial forms of vowels are expressed using com-
bining signs. Vowel signs attach to the left, right, or below the base. Some signs consist of two parts, which
are written to the left and right of the base. Historically, the script did not possess a virāma or puḷḷi for si-
lencing the inherent vowel, but such a sign was introduced at a later time. Consonant clusters are represented
linearly. In later sources, each bare consonant in a cluster is marked by placing the virāma above the letter.

2.2 Character repertoire and representative glyphs

The proposed repertoire is based upon characters that occur in inscriptions and character inventories pub-
lished in secondary sources. The representative glyphs are normalizations of forms given in these sources
and have been designed by the proposal author. The glyphs are intended to illustrative, not typographically
aesthetic. Glyphs may change based upon feedback from the user community.

2.3 Vowels

There are 11 vowel letters:

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൺൺ
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 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ං

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ංං

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඎ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඎඎ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൾ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൾൾ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൺං

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඈ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඈඈ

The ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൾ and ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඈ are not attested in early sources. They occur in a later source
and are produced by adding the sign ◌  ඏංඋൺආൺ to ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൾൾ and ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඈඈ, respectively
(see figure 20). The vowel letter *ൺඎ is not attested in the sources examined thus far.

2.4 Vowel Signs

There are 10 dependent vowel signs:

◌ ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൺൺ

◌ ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ං

◌ ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ංං

◌ ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඎ

◌  ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඎඎ

◌  ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൾ

◌  ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൾൾ

◌  ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൺං

◌  ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඈ

◌  ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඈඈ

There is no dependent form for  ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൺ. The vowel represented by this letter is inherent in each
consonant. The dependent forms ◌  ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൾ and ◌  ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඈ are later additions, as are the
corresponding independent letters, and are produced by placing the sign ◌  ඏංඋൺආൺ above the base along with
◌  ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൾൾ and ◌  ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඈඈ, respectively (see figure 20). A vowel sign for *ൺඎ is not attested.

Several combinations of a base letter and a vowel sign are rendered as ligatures.
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2.5 Consonants

There are 18 consonant letters:

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඇൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ ർൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඇඒൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඍඍൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඇඇൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඍൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඇൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඉൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ ආൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඒൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ උൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ අൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඏൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ අඅൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ අඅඅൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ උඋൺ

 ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඇඇඇൺ

Each consonant letter bears the inherent vowel /a/. In several sources the left terminals of  ඍൺ,  උඋൺ, and
 ඇඇඇൺ are connected, such that the letters are rendered in as a closed loop. This is a stylistic matter and
can be viewed as glyphic variation.

2.6 Aytam

The  ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඌංඇ ൺඒඍൺආ is used for indicating aspiration (see figure 16). It corresponds to ஃ ඎ+0B83
ඍൺආංඅ ඌංඇ ඏංඌൺඋൺ.

2.7 Virama

The ◌  ඏൺඍඍൾඅඎඍඍඎ ඌංඇ ඏංඋൺආൺ is used for silencing the inherent vowel of a consonant letter. It has no control
function and has the same behavior as ◌ ் ඎ+0BCD ඍൺආංඅ ඌංඇ ඏංඋൺආൺ.
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2.8 Punctuation

Script-specific punctuation marks do not occur in the sources examined thus far. Some manuscripts show
usage of dashes for separating sections of text. Word boundaries are not distinguished using spaces.

2.9 Collation

The sort order for Vatteluttu is as follows:

 ൺ <  ൺൺ <  ං <  ංං <  ඎ <  ൾ <  ൾൾ <  ൺං <  ඈ <

 ඈඈ <  ൺ <  ඇൺ <  ർൺ <  ඇඒൺ <  ඍඍൺ <  ඇඇൺ <  ඍൺ <  ඇൺ <

 ඉൺ <  ආൺ <  ඒൺ <  උൺ <  අൺ <  ඏൺ <  අඅൺ <  අඅඅൺ <  උඋൺ <

 ඇඇඇൺ <  ൺඒඍൺආ < ◌ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൺൺ < ◌ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ං < ◌ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ංං <

◌ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඎ < ◌ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඎඎ < ◌ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൾ < ◌  ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൾൾ <

◌  ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൺං < ◌  ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඈ < ◌ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඈඈ < ◌  ඏංඋൺආൺ

3 Character Data

3.1 Character Properties

In the format of UnicodeData.txt:

11F00;VATTELUTTU LETTER A;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F01;VATTELUTTU LETTER AA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F02;VATTELUTTU LETTER I;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F03;VATTELUTTU LETTER II;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F04;VATTELUTTU LETTER U;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F05;VATTELUTTU LETTER UU;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F06;VATTELUTTU LETTER E;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F07;VATTELUTTU LETTER EE;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F08;VATTELUTTU LETTER AI;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F09;VATTELUTTU LETTER O;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F0A;VATTELUTTU LETTER OO;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F0B;<reserved>
11F0C;VATTELUTTU LETTER KA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F0D;VATTELUTTU LETTER NGA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F0E;VATTELUTTU LETTER CA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F0F;VATTELUTTU LETTER NYA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F10;VATTELUTTU LETTER TTA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F11;VATTELUTTU LETTER NNA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F12;VATTELUTTU LETTER TA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F13;VATTELUTTU LETTER NA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F14;VATTELUTTU LETTER PA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F15;VATTELUTTU LETTER MA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F16;VATTELUTTU LETTER YA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F17;VATTELUTTU LETTER RA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F18;VATTELUTTU LETTER LA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F19;VATTELUTTU LETTER VA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
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11F1A;VATTELUTTU LETTER LLA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F1B;VATTELUTTU LETTER LLLA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F1C;VATTELUTTU LETTER RRA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F1D;VATTELUTTU LETTER NNNA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F1E;VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AA;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F1F;VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN I;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F20;VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN II;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F21;VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN U;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F22;VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN UU;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
11F23;VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN E;Mc;0;L;11F24 11F2A;;;;N;;;;;
11F24;VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN EE;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F25;VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AI;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F26;VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN O;Mc;0;L;11F3F 11F2A 11F35;;;;N;;;;;
11F27;VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN OO;Mc;0;L;11F3F 11F35;;;;N;;;;;
11F28;<reserved>
11F29;VATTELUTTU SIGN AYTAM;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
11F2A;VATTELUTTU SIGN VIRAMA;Mn;9;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;

3.2 Linebreaking

In the format of LineBreak.txt:

11F00..11F0A; AL # VATTELUTTU LETTER A .. VATTELUTTU LETTER OO
11F0C..11F1D; AL # VATTELUTTU LETTER KA .. VATTELUTTU LETTER NNNA
11F1E..11F27; CM # VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AA .. VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN OO
11F29; CM # VATTELUTTU SIGN AYTAM
11F2A; CM # VATTELUTTU SIGN VIRAMA

3.3 Syllabic Categories

In the format of IndicSyllabicCategory.txt:

# Indic_Syllabic_Category=Vowel_Independent
11F00..11F0A ; Vowel_Independent # Lo [6] VATTELUTTU LETTER A ..

VATTELUTTU LETTER OO

# Indic_Syllabic_Category=Vowel_Dependent
11F1E..11F27 ; Vowel_Dependent # Mc [3] VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AA ..

VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN OO

# Indic_Syllabic_Category=Consonant
11F0C..11F1D ; Consonant # Lo VATTELUTTU LETTER KA ..

VATTELUTTU LETTER NNNA

# Indic_Syllabic_Category=Modifying_Letter
11F29 ; Modifying_Letter # Lo VATTELUTTU SIGN AYTAM

3.4 Positional Categories

In the format of IndicPositionalCategory.txt:

# Indic_Positional_Category=Right
11F35..11F37 ; Right # Mc [3] VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AA ..

VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN U

# Indic_Positional_Category=Left
11F3F..11F40 ; Left # Mc [2] VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN EE ..
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VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AI

# Indic_Positional_Category=Left_And_Right
11F42 ; Left_and_Right # Mc VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN OO

# Indic_Positional_Category=Top
11F2A ; Top # Mn VATTELUTTU SIGN VIRAMA

# Indic_Positional_Category=Bottom
11F22 ; Bottom # Mn VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN UU

# Indic_Positional_Category=Top_And_Left
11F23 ; Top_And_Left # Mc VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN E

# Indic_Positional_Category=Top_And_Left_And_Right
11F26 ; Top_And_Left_And_Right # Mc VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN O
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Independent vowels
11F00 a VATTELUTTU LETTER A
11F01  VATTELUTTU LETTER AA
11F02 i VATTELUTTU LETTER I
11F03  VATTELUTTU LETTER II
11F04 u VATTELUTTU LETTER U
11F05  VATTELUTTU LETTER UU
11F06 e VATTELUTTU LETTER E
11F07  VATTELUTTU LETTER EE
11F08  VATTELUTTU LETTER AI
11F09 o VATTELUTTU LETTER O
11F0A  VATTELUTTU LETTER OO
11F0B " <reserved>

Consonants
11F0C  VATTELUTTU LETTER KA
11F0D  VATTELUTTU LETTER NGA
11F0E  VATTELUTTU LETTER CA
11F0F  VATTELUTTU LETTER NYA
11F10  VATTELUTTU LETTER TTA
11F11  VATTELUTTU LETTER NNA
11F12  VATTELUTTU LETTER TA
11F13  VATTELUTTU LETTER NA
11F14  VATTELUTTU LETTER PA
11F15  VATTELUTTU LETTER MA
11F16  VATTELUTTU LETTER YA
11F17  VATTELUTTU LETTER RA
11F18  VATTELUTTU LETTER LA
11F19  VATTELUTTU LETTER VA
11F1A  VATTELUTTU LETTER LLA
11F1B  VATTELUTTU LETTER LLLA
11F1C  VATTELUTTU LETTER RRA
11F1D  VATTELUTTU LETTER NNNA

Dependent vowel signs
11F1E $ VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AA
11F1F $i VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN I
11F20 $ VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN II
11F21 $u VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN U
11F22 $  VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN UU
11F23 $ e VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN E

≡ 11F24 $  11F2A $  
11F24 $  VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN EE
11F25 $  VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AI
11F26 $ o VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN O

≡ 11F24 $  11F2A $   11F1E $ 
11F27 $  VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN OO

≡ 11F24 $  11F1E $ 
11F28 " <reserved>

Aytam
11F29  VATTELUTTU SIGN AYTAM

Virama
11F2A $  VATTELUTTU SIGN VIRAMA

Printed using UniBook™
(http://www.unicode.org/unibook/)
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Brahmi Vatteluttu Grantha

ൺ 𑀓  𑌕

ඁൺ 𑀔 — 𑌖

ൺ 𑀕 — 𑌗

ඁൺ 𑀖 — 𑌘

ඇൺ 𑀗  𑌙

ർൺ 𑀘  𑌚

ർඁൺ 𑀙 — 𑌛

ඃൺ 𑀚 — 𑌜

ඃඁൺ 𑀛 — 𑌝

ඇඒൺ 𑀜  𑌞

ඍඍൺ 𑀝  𑌟

ඍඍඁൺ 𑀞 — 𑌠

ൽൽൺ 𑀟 — 𑌡

ൽൽඁൺ 𑀠 — 𑌢

ඇඇൺ 𑀡  𑌣

ඍൺ 𑀢  𑌤

ඍඁൺ 𑀣 — 𑌥

ൽൺ 𑀤 — 𑌦

ൽඁൺ 𑀥 — 𑌧

ඇൺ 𑀦  𑌨

Table 1: Comparison of the consonant letters ൺ .. ඇൺ of Brahmi, Vatteluttu, and Grantha.

9



Preliminary proposal to encode Vatteluttu in Unicode Anshuman Pandey

Brahmi Vatteluttu Grantha

ඉൺ 𑀧  𑌪

ඉඁൺ 𑀨 — 𑌫

ൻൺ 𑀩 — 𑌬

ൻඁൺ 𑀪 — 𑌭

ආൺ 𑀫  𑌮

ඒൺ 𑀬  𑌯

උൺ 𑀭  𑌰

අൺ 𑀮  𑌲

ඏൺ 𑀯  𑌵

ඌඁൺ 𑀰 — 𑌶

ඌඌൺ 𑀱 — 𑌷

ඌൺ 𑀲 — 𑌸

ඁൺ 𑀳 — 𑌹

අඅൺ 𑀴  𑌳

අඅඅൺ 𑀵  —

උඋൺ 𑀶  —

ඇඇඇൺ 𑀷  —

Table 2: Comparison of the consonant letters ඉൺ .. ඇඇඇൺ of Brahmi, Vatteluttu, and Grantha.
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Brahmi Vatteluttu Grantha

ൺ 𑀅  𑌅

ൺൺ 𑀆  𑌆

ං 𑀇  𑌇

ංං 𑀈  𑌈

ඎ 𑀉  𑌉

ඎඎ 𑀊  𑌊

ඏඈർൺඅංർ උ 𑀋 — 𑌋

ඏඈർൺඅංർ උඋ 𑀌 — 𑍠

ඏඈർൺඅංർ අ 𑀍 — 𑌌

ඏඈർൺඅංർ අඅ 𑀎 — 𑍡

ൾ 𑀏  —

ൾൾ —  𑌏

ൺං 𑀐  𑌐

ඈ 𑀑  —

ඈඈ —  𑌓

ൺඎ 𑀒 — 𑌔

Table 3: Comparison of vowel letters of Brahmi, Vatteluttu, and Grantha.
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Brahmi Vatteluttu Grantha

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൺൺ ◌ 𑀸 ◌ ◌𑌾

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ං ◌ 𑀺 ◌ ◌𑌿

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ංං ◌ 𑀻 ◌ ◌𑍀

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඎ ◌ 𑀼 ◌ ◌𑍁

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඎඎ ◌ 𑀽 ◌  ◌𑍂

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඏඈർൺඅංർ උ ◌ 𑀾 — ◌𑍃

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඏඈർൺඅංർ උඋ ◌ 𑀿 — ◌𑍄

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඏඈർൺඅංർ අ ◌ 𑁀 — ◌𑍢

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඏඈർൺඅංർ අඅ ◌ 𑁁 — ◌𑍣

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൾ ◌ 𑁂 ◌  —

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൾൾ — ◌  ◌𑍇

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൺං ◌ 𑁃 ◌  ◌𑍈

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඈ ◌ 𑁄 ◌  —

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ඈඈ — ◌  𑍋◌

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌංඇ ൺඎ ◌ 𑁅 — 𑍌◌

Table 4: Comparison of dependent vowel signs of Brahmi, Vatteluttu, and Grantha.
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Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vazhappally_Plates.JPG

Figure 1: Vatteluttu inscription on a copper plate issued by the Chera king Rajashekhara Varman
(r. 820–844). The opening text is inscribed in Grantha. These are known as the Vazhapalli plates.
An inventory of letterforms occuring in the plates is given in figure 2 below.
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Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vazhappally_Plates_-_Description.JPG

Figure 2: Inventory of Vatteluttu letterforms occuring in the Vazhapalli copper plate inscription
(see figure 1).
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Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tharisappalli_copper_plates.jpg

Figure 3: Vatteluttu inscription on a copper plate issued by the Venad ruler Ayyanadikal Thiru-
vadikal to the Syrian Christian leader Maruvan Sapir Iso during the reign of the Chera ruler Sthanu
Ravi Varma (c. 849 ർൾ). It records the grant of land for a church near Kollam and several rights.
Shown here are the verso and recto of the first of five plates. The other plates contain inscriptions
in Arabic, Hebrew, and Pahlavi. The set is known as the Tharisapalli or Kollam plates.
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Figure 4: Reproduction of the Vatteluttu inscription on the copper plates issued by the Chera ruler
Bhaskara Ravi Varma (11th c. ർൾ) to the Jewish merchant Issuppu Irappan (= Joseph Rabban) of
Cochin, granting land and proprietary rights (fromAnquetil-Duperron 1781: plates 1, 2). The verso
and recto of the first plate is shown here. The second plate is shown in figure 5.
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Figure 5: The verso of the second plate of the grant to Issuppu Irappan (from Anquetil-Duperron
1781: plate 3). The recto of the plate is blank.

Figure 6: A mechanical reproduction of the copper plate shown in 5 above (from Burnell 1874:
plate after p. 334). The image has been stitched. The color variation is present in the source from
which the image has been extracted.
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Figure 7: Inventory of Vatteluttu letterforms occuring in copper plate inscriptions to Jewish and
Syrian Christian communities in Kerala (from Burnell 1872: plate before p. 229).
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Figure 8: Vatteluttu inscription in the Tirunelli copper plate grant of Bhaskara Ravi Varman, plate
1, verso and recto (from Hultzsch 1891: plate 1; p. 290). Plate 2 is given in figure 9.
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Figure 9: Vatteluttu inscription in the Tirunelli copper plate grant of Bhaskara Ravi Varman, plate
2, verso and recto (from Hultzsch 1891: plate 2, p. 290, 291). Plate 1 is given in figure 8.
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Figure 10: Vatteluttu stone inscription recording the gift of a lamp by Araiyan Aravindan of Ta-
laikulam to the Sthanunatha temple at Tiruchchivindiram during the reign of the Chola king Parake-
sarivarman (from Hultzsch 1898: plate A; p. 42).

21



Preliminary proposal to encode Vatteluttu in Unicode Anshuman Pandey

Figure 11: Vatteluttu stone inscription recording the gift of two lamps by Orungai Arangan, a mer-
chant of Karavandapuram, to the Sthanunatha temple at Tiruchchivindiram (from Hultzsch 1898:
plate B; p. 43).
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Figure 12: Vatteluttu stone inscription recording the gift of a lamp byMalavaraiya Senni Kandan of
Ilanadu (Sri Lanka) to the Sthanunatha temple at Tiruchchivindiram during the reign of the Chola
king Rajaraja-Kesarivarman (from Hultzsch 1898: plate C; p. 44).
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Figure 13: Vatteluttu stone inscription (from Hultzsch 1898: plate D; p. 45). The inscription is
incomplete, as noted by Hultzsch, on account of damage. Portions below line 12 are, therefore,
unavailable.
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Figure 14: Malayalam text written in Vatteluttu by Itti-Achudem in theHortus IndicusMalabaricus,
a Latin text on the flora of Malabar (from van Reede tot Drakestein 1678). The remainder of the
translation is shown in figure 15 below.
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Figure 15: Latin translation of the Malayalam text in Vatteluttu in the Hortus Indicus Malabaricus
(from van Reede tot Drakestein 1678). Continued from figure 14.
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Figure 16: Excerpt of the Thirukkuṛaḷ in Vatteluttu and Tamil (from Siromoney, et al 1976: 26).
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Source: http://www.tamilvu.org/courses/degree/a051/a0514/html/a051414.htm

Figure 17: Comparison of the evolution of Vatteluttu (left) and Tamil (right) from Brahmi (center).
The direction of development extends from the center towards the edges.
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Figure 18: Vatteluttu repertoires from various sources (from Ojhā 1971: plate LXIII).
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Figure 19: Vatteluttu repertoires from various sources (from Ojhā 1971: plate LXIV).
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Figure 20: Repertoire of Vatteluttu letters occuring in the Velvikudi inscription (from Siromoney,
et al 1976: 38). Notice the distinctive representation of short and long forms of the vowels /e/ and
/o/.
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