L2/19-044

TO: Unicode Technical Committee

FROM: Debbie Anderson, Script Encoding Initiative, UC Berkeley
SUBJECT:  Bété script working documents

DATE: 10 January 2019

Attached are two working documents on the Bété script by Andrij Rovenchak. At this time,
additional information is being collected by Chuck Riley and Andrij Rovenchak in order to
address the questions posed by the Script Ad Hoc in L2/19-047. Chuck Riley is in touch with the
user community.

1. Bété syllabary ordered graphically (pp. 2-23)
In this document, the characters were ordered graphically, which was recommended during
discussions of the Script Ad Hoc.

The red highlighted characters indicate the duplicate shapes which might be removed from the
encoding proposal, yellow indicates duplicate shapes which does not occur as single shapes and
are suggested to be encoded, and green are used to indicate interim highlighting (but which are

irrelevant for the purposes here).

2. On Bété script (pp. 24-26)
This document discusses different sign types.

Note: An earlier list of characters appeared in L2/17-323 Report on the Bété script 2017 (pp. 3-
24).


http://www.unicode.org/L2/L2017/17323-bete-progress.pdf
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TREE



B

tro

3

3

trd
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vrou2

vri2

vro

wa

WO

gnui / ugn

wo2

gnué / uin

ya

ye

yo

yo2/io

vru

vru
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vro
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WUIN

WOO-2

WUEN
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YEE

YE

YOO

YO
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ze

Zi

Z0

zué / jé

702/ jo

Zou

Zui

zra

zré2

zre

Zro

A

Zro
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Za

ze

zE

Zi

Z0
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Zro

Zrd
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ZUE

Z0-2

ZU

ZUI

ZRA

ZREE-2

ZRE

ZROO

ZRO
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EE

EU
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KPOO
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Ol
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BETE DIGIT
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BETE DIGIT

BETE DIGIT

BETE DIGIT

BETE DIGIT

BETE DIGIT

BETE DIGIT

BETE DIGIT

ul-2

HAN

ZERO

ONE

TWO

THREE

FOUR

FIVE

SIX

SEVEN

EIGHT

NINE

NG



On Bété script: for script ad hoc

There are several types of signs in Bété
1) Asingle shape (for convenience, denoted further as ‘A’) — these are the majority
2) A double shape obtained by repeating a single shape horizontally (AA)
3) A double shape obtained by repeating a single shape other than horizontally
4) A double shape obtained by combining two different single shapes horizontally (AB)
5) Diacritical marks

The hyphenation mark (~) is applied to separate single shapes in order to distinguish between
AA and A+A, e.g.,

HEH~~E NA NA versus EEEE NE

It is thus possible to include in the proposal only the A shapes but not the AA ones.

Figure 1: Note the wavy line in the first line used to split the shapes in order to distinguish between single
and double symbols.

Figure 2: Wavy arrow is used as a hyphenation mark on the right edge of the page.
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However, we have no evidence that such a rule is applied to distinguish between AB and A+B combinations,
so the proposed solution is to encode AB shapes at single codepoints. Examples include in particular

4 Jo/  BETE SYLLABLE OO
$+  Jo/  BETESYLLABLE 00-2

Note that the leaf symbol @ corresponds to BETE SYLLABLE KPOO while the duplicate shape @@ is BETE

SYLLABLE KPEE. When combined with several other symbols, Bété characters with unrelated phonetic
values are obtained:

Y 5/ BETESYLLABLEO
$=3  jue/ BETE SYLLABLE UEE
$#  Jue/  BETE SYLLABLE UE

@3" /wa/  BETE SYLLABLE WA

We recommended encoding symbols with the leaf element as single characters, except for the duplicate
shape.

For a few double shapes obtained by repeating a single shape other than horizontally we propose to
encode them at separate codepoints for simplicity, in particular, of font production.

3= /gbe/ BETE SYLLABLE GBEE (no singular shape)

W /dro/ BETE SYLLABLE DROO

M .
MW /drui/ BETE SYLLABLE DRUI

Over 20 characters are double shapes of the AA type but the single A shape is not used as a separate
character to denote any syllable:

a2 /be/  BETE SYLLABLE BEE
DD /be/  BETE SYLLABLE BE

pp /fro/  BETE SYLLABLE FROO-2

We propose to encode those characters (as double shapes) but not to include singular shapes.
In some cases, combining diacritics appear on/under double shapes. What kind of encoding should be
applied for such characters, e.g., AA with circumflex above?

A real example is

w
/@/@ /30/ BETE SYLLABLE JOO
/@ /zug/ BETE SYLLABLE ZUE
@/@ /z5/  BETE SYLLABLE ZO-2 — not to be encoded?

See samples on the next page.
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Figure 3: Red boxes correspond to double shapes (in the upper left corner, a singular shape is marked).

Green boxes are double shapes with diacritics.

This text is the first part of a memorial tribute to Frédéric Bruly Bouabré shared at his funeral in 2014. This was written
in the Bété script by Bouabré’s student, Rolo Kouassi Edmond. The sample was obtained by Charles Riley via Hermann

Gnepa.
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