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ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2/WG 2 
PROPOSAL SUMMARY FORM TO ACCOMPANY SUBMISSIONS 

FOR ADDITIONS TO THE REPERTOIRE OF ISO/IEC 10646TP

1
PT  

Please fill all the sections A, B and C below. 
Please read Principles and Procedures Document (P & P) from H TUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/principles.html UTH for 

guidelines and details before filling this form. 
Please ensure you are using the latest Form from HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/summaryform.htmlU TH. 

See also HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/roadmaps.html U TH for latest Roadmaps. 

A. Administrative 

   1. Title: ADDITION OF LUO LAKESIDE SCRIPT  

2. Requester's name: MR. KEFA OMBEWA  

3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution): INDIVIDUAL  

4. Submission date: 11/JUNE/2019  

5. Requester's reference (if applicable):   

6. Choose one of the following:   
 This is a complete proposal: YES  

 (or) More information will be provided later:   

   B. Technical – General 

   1. Choose one of the following:   
 a. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters): YES  

 Proposed name of script: LUO LAKESIDE SCRIPT  

 b. The proposal is for addition of character(s) to an existing block: NO  

 Name of the existing block:   

2. Number of characters in proposal: 62  

3. Proposed category (select one from below - see section 2.2 of P&P document):   
 A-Contemporary  B.1-Specialized (small collection) X B.2-Specialized (large collection)   

 C-Major extinct  D-Attested extinct  E-Minor extinct   

 F-Archaic Hieroglyphic or Ideographic    G-Obscure or questionable usage symbols   

4. Is a repertoire including character names provided? YES  

 a. If YES, are the names in accordance with the “character naming guidelines”   
 in Annex L of P&P document? YES  

 b. Are the character shapes attached in a legible form suitable for review? YES  

5. Fonts related:   
 a. Who will provide the appropriate computerized font to the Project Editor of 10646 for publishing the 

standard?  
 

 MR. KEFA OMBEWA  

 b. Identify the party granting a license for use of the font by the editors (include address, e-mail, ftp-site, etc.):  
 MR. KEFA OMBEWA  

6. References:   
 a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) provided? YES  

 b. Are published examples of use (such as samples from newspapers, magazines, or other sources)   
 of proposed characters attached? YES  

7. Special encoding issues:   
 Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing (if applicable) such as input,   
 presentation, sorting, searching, indexing, transliteration etc. (if yes please enclose information)?   

 YES  

8. Additional Information: 

Submitters are invited to provide any additional information about Properties of the proposed Character(s) or Script 
that will assist in correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing of the proposed character(s) or script.  
Examples of such properties are: Casing information, Numeric information, Currency information, Display behaviour 
information such as line breaks, widths etc., Combining behaviour, Spacing behaviour, Directional behaviour, Default 
Collation behaviour, relevance in Mark Up contexts, Compatibility equivalence and other Unicode normalization 
related information.  See the Unicode standard at HTUhttp://www.unicode.orgUTH for such information on other scripts.  Also 
see Unicode Character Database ( Hhttp://www.unicode.org/reports/tr44/       ) and associated Unicode Technical Reports 
for information needed for consideration by the Unicode Technical Committee for inclusion in the Unicode Standard. 
  

                                                   
TP

1
PT Form number: N4502-F (Original 1994-10-14; Revised 1995-01, 1995-04, 1996-04, 1996-08, 1999-03, 2001-05, 2001-09, 2003-

11, 2005-01, 2005-09, 2005-10, 2007-03, 2008-05, 2009-11, 2011-03, 2012-01) 

http://www.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/principles.html
http://www.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/summaryform.html
http://www.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/roadmaps.html
http://www.unicode.org/
http://www.unicode.org/reports/tr44/
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C. Technical - Justification  

   1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before? NO  

 If YES explain   

2. Has contact been made to members of the user community (for example: National Body,   
 user groups of the script or characters, other experts, etc.)? YES  

 If YES, with whom? DEVELOPERS AND CONTACTED USERS   

 If YES, available relevant documents: NO DOCUMENT PROVIDED, MOSTLY SOCIAL 
COMMUNICATION.  

 

3. Information on the user community for the proposed characters (for example:   
 size, demographics, information technology use, or publishing use) is included? YES  

 Reference: WWW.KEFAOMBEWA.COM  

4. The context of use for the proposed characters (type of use; common or rare) COMMON  

 Reference:   

5. Are the proposed characters in current use by the user community? YES  

 If YES, where?  Reference: LUO LAKESIDE SCRIPT TRANSLATION BOOK  

6. After giving due considerations to the principles in the P&P document must the proposed characters be entirely   
 in the BMP? NO  

 If YES, is a rationale provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

7. Should the proposed characters be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than being scattered)? YES  

8. Can any of the proposed characters be considered a presentation form of an existing    
 character or character sequence? NO  

 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

9. Can any of the proposed characters be encoded using a composed character sequence of either  
 existing characters or other proposed characters? NO  

 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

10. Can any of the proposed character(s) be considered to be similar (in appearance or function)   
 to, or could be confused with, an existing character? NO  

 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

11. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of composite sequences? NO  

 If YES, is a rationale for such use provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

 Is a list of composite sequences and their corresponding glyph images (graphic symbols) provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

12. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as    
 control function or similar semantics? NO  

 If YES, describe in detail (include attachment if necessary)   

   

   

13. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility characters? NO  

 If YES, are the equivalent corresponding unified ideographic characters identified?   

 If YES, reference:   
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1. History 
The Luo lakeside script was in development between the period 2009 and 2012. At first it only 
had lower case letters and thereafter upper case letters were developed by the same user 
community. A completed font file is attached to show the characters.  
 
 

2. Usage 
The script still has limited usage but has been significantly popularised on a local television 
network https://youtu.be/sMTleXNYnrE , also on the internet through www.kefaombewa.com  , on 
twitter under https://twitter.com/PSidandi  . A Luo-English dictionary (wordlist) has also been 
published help new users in reading the script. The book (LUO LAKESIDE SCRIPT 
TRANSLATION) by Ms. Maureen Oyuga is as shown below. 
 

 
 

 

https://youtu.be/sMTleXNYnrE
http://www.kefaombewa.com/
https://twitter.com/PSidandi


4 
 

 
 

 
 



5 
 

 
 



6 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Community 
The following are contacts of the persons responsible for the script. We are majorly based in 
Kenya and in Botswana. All of us approve of the development and are aware of this proposal 
made to the unicode consortium.  
 
Kefa Ombewa  - kefa.ombewa@gmail.com  
Paul Sidandi – paul.sidandi@gmail.com 
Opedi junior Manase – manaseopedijunior@gmail.com   
Maureen Oyuga – maureenoyuga@yahoo.com  
Andrew Sidandi – asidandi@hotmail.com  
David Tolo – davezah@hotmail.com  

mailto:kefa.ombewa@gmail.com
mailto:paul.sidandi@gmail.com
mailto:manaseopedijunior@gmail.com
mailto:maureenoyuga@yahoo.com
mailto:asidandi@hotmail.com
mailto:davezah@hotmail.com
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Jackie Kithinji – jackiekithinji@yahoo.com  
Mary Rainwater – anyashrainwater@yahoo.com  
Mark Sidandi – mksidandi@yahoo.com  
Poetic Omnibus – poeticomnibus@gmail.com  
Taolo Dipatane – t.reveesdipatane@gmail.com  
Vincent Buogha – vtobuogha@gmail.com  
Andrew Omondi – andemosh@yahoo.com  
 

 
 
 

4. The script 
Luo Lakeside script has the following characteristics; 
- upper case consonants and vowels 
- lower case consonants and vowels 
- writing direction is left to right 
- cursive (lower case letters connect on a common base line). The individual glyphs on the 

lower case letters are made with no space at the beginning or at the end thereby 
automatically joining the letters in a word.  

- diacritics are only on vowels 
- numerals 
- other characters like &,%,@  and punctuation like fullstop, comma, question mark , 

exclamation mark etc, are borrowed directly from English script. 
 
 
A written example of a pangram in upper case and lower case is shown below.  
 

 
 

 
 
 The same can be typed as shown below; 

ZAKAYO, TIXO JWALA SANI OGO MARUFUKU KOD 

PINY OWACO CAKRE NOVEMBA HIGANI! 

mailto:jackiekithinji@yahoo.com
mailto:anyashrainwater@yahoo.com
mailto:mksidandi@yahoo.com
mailto:poeticomnibus@gmail.com
mailto:t.reveesdipatane@gmail.com
mailto:vtobuogha@gmail.com
mailto:andemosh@yahoo.com
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zakayo, tixo jwala sani ogo marufuku kod piny owaco cakre 

novemba higani! 

 
Transliteration;  
 
zakayo, ting’o jwala sani ogo marufuku kod piny owacho chakre novemba higani! 
 
Translation; 
 
Zakayo, polythene carrier bags are banned by the government from November this year! 

 
Numerals are written below;  

 
 
 
 
Below is a table showing the script names 
 
 

Letter  Name 

A LUO UPPER CASE LETTER AA 

B LUO UPPER CASE LETTER BA 

C LUO UPPER CASE LETTER CHA 

D LUO UPPER CASE LETTER DA 

E LUO UPPER CASE LETTER EE 

F LUO UPPER CASE LETTER FA 

G LUO UPPER CASE LETTER GA 

H LUO UPPER CASE LETTER HA 

I LUO UPPER CASE LETTER II 

J LUO UPPER CASE LETTER JA 

K LUO UPPER CASE LETTER KA 
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L LUO UPPER CASE LETTER LA 

M LUO UPPER CASE LETTER MA 

N LUO UPPER CASE LETTER NA 

X LUO UPPER CASE LETTER NG’A 

O LUO UPPER CASE LETTER OO 

P LUO UPPER CASE LETTER PA 

Q LUO UPPER CASE LETTER CLICK 

R LUO UPPER CASE LETTER RA 

S LUO UPPER CASE LETTER SA 

T LUO UPPER CASE LETTER TA 

U LUO UPPER CASE LETTER UU 

V LUO UPPER CASE LETTER VA 

W LUO UPPER CASE LETTER WA 

Y LUO UPPER CASE LETTER YA 

Z LUO UPPER CASE LETTER ZA 

a LUO LOWER CASE LETTER AA 

b LUO LOWER CASE LETTER BA 

c LUO LOWER CASE LETTER CHA 

d LUO LOWER CASE LETTER DA 

e LUO LOWER CASE LETTER EE 

f LUO LOWER CASE LETTER FA 

g LUO LOWER CASE LETTER GA 

h LUO LOWER CASE LETTER HA 

i LUO LOWER CASE LETTER II 
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j LUO LOWER CASE LETTER JA 

k LUO LOWER CASE LETTER KA 

l LUO LOWER CASE LETTER LA 

m LUO LOWER CASE LETTER MA 

n LUO LOWER CASE LETTER NA 

x LUO LOWER CASE LETTER NG’A 

o LUO LOWER CASE LETTER OO 

p LUO LOWER CASE LETTER PA 

q LUO LOWER CASE LETTER CLICK 

r LUO LOWER CASE LETTER RA 

s LUO LOWER CASE LETTER SA 

t LUO LOWER CASE LETTER TA 

u LUO LOWER CASE LETTER UU 

v LUO LOWER CASE LETTER VA 

w LUO LOWER CASE LETTER WA 

y LUO LOWER CASE LETTER YA 

z LUO LOWER CASE LETTER ZA 

0 LUO NUMERAL NONO 

1 LUO NUMERAL ACHIEL 

2 LUO NUMERAL ARIYO 

3 LUO NUMERAL ADEK 

4 LUO NUMERAL ANG’WEN 

5 LUO NUMERAL ABICH 

6 LUO NUMERAL AUCHIEL 
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7 LUO NUMERAL ABIRIYO 

8 LUO NUMERAL ABORO 

9 LUO NUMERAL OCHIKO 

 
  

5. Development Properties 
 
- The images below show how far the ascenders and the descenders go during development.  
- They also show the aft and foward limit of the letters. As has been described above, the edge 

of the lower case letters are at exact limit in order to give it the cursive effect. 
- Upper scale letters have a space before and aft because they dont have a cursive effect. 
- The common baseline of the script is also two notches abobe the normal English letter 

baseline. 
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Thank you very much and I hope to hear from you soon.  
Regards, 
Kefa Ombewa.  


