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Subject: Formal Opposition to the Proposal for New Characters in the Nko Script Block (April 2026) 

I am writing to formally oppose the proposal submitted by Mr. Boubacar Diakité in April 2026, which requests the 
addition of several new characters to the Nko script block. 

The claim that the Nko alphabet requires structural expansion through new base characters is unfounded. Nko 
is a complete, historically established, and standardized writing system consisting of 27 letters and 9 diacritical 
marks. Among these diacritics, several represent tones to distinguish the pronunciation of identical vowel bases, 
while others dynamically modify base consonants to represent closely related points of articulation across 
exactly three levels. This existing native mechanism is already utilized effectively when transcribing languages 
other than Nko, as demonstrated in adaptations of Arabic phonology: [  ߛ   ߛ   ߛ  : ߛ ]. 

"Through this realistic estimation, the scholar Kante—the inventor of N'Ko—was able, via his tonal alphabet, to 
produce 8,520 distinct syllables for various tonal languages and others. His mother tongue—the Manding 
languages—requires only 2,136 of them. This means that it already encompasses what Mr. Diakite has proposed, 
and perhaps he is unaware of this unique feature inherent to the N'Ko alphabet."  

Consequently, the Nko script does not need to—and should not—adopt the proposed additions to function 
properly across digital platforms. 

If this proposal stemmed from sound linguistic principles, why did the author replace the established phonetic 
terminology and symbols of Solomana Kanté with equivalent International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) mappings? 
Furthermore, why did the proposal ignore or neglect the functional role of existing diacritics that impart dynamic 
qualities to Nko vowels, opting instead to substitute them with novel concepts of the author's own invention? 

What Mr. Diakité has fabricated is a functionally distinct writing system. Although he has chosen to label this 
invention "Modern Nko," he is inappropriately leveraging the established name, heritage, and reputation of the 
traditional Nko alphabet to promote an independent orthography. 

Blurring the boundaries between our standardized 27-letter alphabet and the system recently proposed by Mr. 
Diakité will cause severe confusion in software implementations, digital literacy applications, and academic 
institutions worldwide. Moreover, it will introduce unnecessary legal and educational complications for West 
African states that have already granted official recognition to the Nko script, including the Republic of Guinea 
(Article 5 of the Constitution) and Mali (Article 31 of the Constitution). 

We strongly urge the Unicode Technical Committee to reject this proposal to preserve the integrity and stability 
of the Nko standard. If Mr. Diakité wishes to encode his writing system for digital use, it should be submitted and 
evaluated as a separate and independent script proposal, rather than as an extension or modification of the 
existing Nko block. 

Finally, I write in my capacity as General Secretary of the World Organization for the Development of Nko 
(WODN)—an organization recognized for its contributions to Unicode (as documented in our CLDR liaison 
status: https://unicode-org.atlassian.net/browse/CLDR-15449, and the Unicode CLDR Acknowledgments: 
https://cldr.unicode.org/index/acknowledgments) 

represented in the United States by the Nko Institute of America and NKO USA INC. 
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I submit this statement on behalf of our President, to whom the scholar Solomana Kanté entrusted the 
publication of his works before his death in 1987. Our President is not only a former teacher of Mr. Diakité, but 
also one of the co-authors of the original Nko script proposal submitted to Unicode on June 8, 2004 (alongside 
Michael Everson, Mamady Doumbouya, Baba Mamadi Diane, and Karamo Kaba Jammeh). 

In accordance with Kanté's original manuscripts, we instead wish to present four authentic phonetic symbols 
previously omitted from earlier encoding efforts: [  ]. These elements are well-attested in Kanté's work and 
are essential for the complete, faithful digital representation of Nko literature. Encoding these four documented 
symbols is far preferable to altering, blurring, or displacing the established standard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sincerely 

General Secretary, World Organization for the Development of Nko (WODN) 

In representation of the Nko Institute of America, NKO USA INC., and the President of WODN                           

Djibrila Diane, Professor of NKO 
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