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Japan proposes to standardize two CJK ideograph characters as Urgently Needed
Character (UNC).

These two characters have been on the process of extension F2 standardization in IRG
(cf. IRGN 2044).

Rationale for “Urgent Need”

On December 26, 2011, Ministry of Justice (MOJ) of Japan announced that 178
characters listed in the Table 1 of the MOJ’s official announcement No. 582 would be
added to their Foreigner registration systems and would be used for printed image on
residence cards and text data on IT systems for administration.

At this point, five characters out of these 178 characters are not defined on ISO/IEC
10646. Three of them are included in CJK Unified Ideograph Extension F of ISO/IEC CD
10646 (Ed.5), and remaining two are on the discussion as the draft of extension F2 in
IRG (see figure 1 and 2).

The Japanese government is preparing nationwide information exchange network
system for administrative purpose of central and local governments and it will be in
operation in January 2017. Furthermore, some of the information exchanged on the
network will be opened globally outside of government network. The 178 characters will
be exchanged over this network.

Therefore, Japan proposes to remove two characters on extension F2 and to standardize
them as UNC, so that all 178 characters could be standardized before the network will

be operational.



Figure 1 : Two characters for UNC submission

Image Source 10646 Ed.5 IRG Seq.No
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Figure 2 : Three characters on UCS ed.5 draft

Image source 10646 Ed.5 IRG Seq.No
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