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1. Preface

UK's application to encode Taoist characters into ISO/IEC 10646 to integrate
life and culture into digitalization is an excellent proposal to look forward to.
Since we are too new to the Taoist profession, TCA mentioned at the IRG#58
meeting that we would consult with Taiwanese experts in the field of Taoism.
Therefore, after the meeting, TCA and CMEX visited Academician Fong-Mao
Lee(% 2 #F) Taoist priest, Professor of Taoism, and his team, the Center for
the Study of Chinese Religions at National Chengchi University(sz +~ # 4 7
3 7 ¢ ), and asked for their advice. The experts reviewed the Taoist
characters and sources in the WS2021 character set and gave their professional

advice. This proposal is based on the experts' suggestions.

2. TCA Review Comments

The Taoist characters applied for in the UK, totaling 152 characters, can be
divided into three major types, namely: Taoism Sacral combined
Characters( if % 4F %8 F ), Sacred name of deity( £ % ¥ 3 ), and
Communication With Esoteric Buddhism(£? % % % /= e E %), such as the
mantra that purifies the dharma-realm (;#  >dharmadhatu ) is Cunda Dharani

(B3ve) w5 (v &) &2 R 4 %2 5" Tosumup, according to the



results of the experts' investigation, it is suggested that the 44 characters that
are stable and commonly used could be coded first.

(1) (&%) (26 characters), see Table 1.

Q) (= a3 &) (1 character), see Table 2.

(3) stable Sacred name of deity (17 characters), see Table 3.

For the rest of the applied Taoist characters, since most of the provided
evidence is from late publications, the consistency of the earliest forms needs
to be further verified, so it is suggested that the coding of these characters be

postponed pending verification and confirmation before discussing coding.

3. Introduction to Taoism (characters)

In Taoism, there are Talismans(#* %), in the face of the immortal saints, they
are not to be called by their names, so they each have a Sacred name of deity
to show their respect. In the Taoist tradition, the medium of communication
between humans and spirits is Talismantic inscriptions(# < ), spells (*£3:%)
and other Taoist Talismans and sacral characters(* 3% % F ). These Talismans
and sacral characters have been around since the early days of the religion and
have interacted with other religions in different periods of history, such as
Hinduism 5 & #t and EsotericBuddhism @ #t; their spread has also
influenced Shinto (Shinto) #! if % in Japan and Shamanism (7-<5) & % in
Korea, etc. The Talismans and sacral characters system created and evolved
during these periods can be regarded as Taoist characters. Since the Taoist
script 1s passed down within the order, it is difficult to understand without
being taught, and is therefore generally considered mysterious.

In fact, the source of Taoist characters mainly comes from the Daozang (:g
# , The Daoist Canon), The collection Zangwai daoshu # *} ig 2 (texts not
included in the Daoist Canon from the Ming and Qing dynasties [ 1368-
1912 ] ), and the local Taoist altar (¥ = i ) collection of the transcript.
According to the source and the purpose of use, can be divided into five
categories: Taoism Sacral combined Characters(:g #4g %8 5 ), Sacred name of

deitys( #+ £ ¥ 2zt ), Talismantic inscriptions( + < ), Spells( % #£ ), and



Communication With Mantra(% % 2 7 ),suchas" "¢ (v F ) 2z f |

# 35 L2 55", These five categories are briefly introduced as follows.

(1) Taoism Sacral combined Characters(zg #4g %8 F ) * Itis the combination
of several components to form a character, suchas (% V&% m)

(2) Sacred name of deity( i & E %) : such as The Three Pure Ones (= W
¥ %) > The components of " " are added to the top of the character,
such as #. (L) 2 () « () ;

(3) Talismantic inscriptions( ## = ) : While reciting the spells, while injecting
energy of life to write the talisman(- ¥ /1 % 3 %), that is, the main
reason for “school of Zhengyi & — 7% to declare " school of talisman
(S S

(4) 3% 4 %L3% (Spells) = A variety of spells, some of which are certain glyphs
with the character for mouth added to them.

(5) Communication With Esoteric Buddhism (£2 % % R ;0B %) o
4. Suggested list of 44 codable Taoist characters

Tabel 1 26 characters from the "-& 2 "

WS2021| a) Source WS2021 | a) Source
No. Seq. | reference Glyph No. Seq. reference Glyph
’ L
1 |00661 |UK-20540 Hﬁ“rf 14 03149 552_53

LE UK-20553

B ; 22

2 (00142 |UK-20541 {EE 15 |01755 55254 H
UK-20541 UK-20554

153 UK- ]

3 100583 |UK-20542 2 16 01080 20555 T8
UK-20542 UK-20555

7= K- :

4 00952 |UK-20543] A% 17 lo3so3 | W
UK-20543 20556 UK-20556

- T

5 00766 |UK-20544 % 18 02565 55257 iﬁ‘
UK-20544 UK-20557




WS2021

a) Source

WS2021

a) Source

No. Seq. | reference Glyph No. Seq. reference Glyph
7_\*_; - \\’ -
6 (00954 |UK-20545 > 19 02055 UK {)ES:
UK-20545 20558 | uk-20558
7 (01085 |UK-20546 }j:'_t 20 01762 Izjé(—g %‘;
UK-20546 53 UK-20558
8 (03933 |UK-20547 %ﬁ 20 loos2 | ﬁ—%
UK-20547 20560 UK-20560
9 (00949 |UK-20548 %Q 22 100163 [2J(§_6 | f%
UK-20548 UK-20561
K-
10 02220 [UK-20549| B& 3 101890 [2Jo o i
UK-20549 UK-20562
11 {02030 |UK-20550 Yﬁ 24 [00006 | ==
UK-20550 20563 UK-20563
: K-
12 (00775 |UK-20551 _Tﬁ 25 01014 [2JOS64 %5%;‘
UK-20551 UK-20564
~EE
13 (00254 |UK-20552 % 26 102275 Uk HE i
UK-20552 20565 UK-20565
Table 2 From "+ =& {2 5" 1 character
No. WS2021 Seq. a) Source reference Glyph
M —
1 03001 UK-20616 A
UK-20616
Table3 stable Sacred name of deity (17 characters)
No. WS2021Seq. a) Source Glyph
reference
=T=r Ik
1 (04373 UK-20701 Wi e
UK-20701
== SLEFAFIL
2 (04324 UK-20702 FH. SHEESR
UK-20702




No. WS2021Seq. a) Source Glyph
reference
-=::; ExHIE
3 04374 UK-20703 i e fHA
UK-20703
== S
4 04359 UK-20732 B AR
UK-20732
e stam
5 04340 UK-20733 T KA ed
UK-20733
L N .
6 04555 UK-20785 'E R
UK-20785
7 |04547 UK-20786 S MR —
UK-20786
8 04569 UK-20787 ] MR —
UK-20787
9 |04567 UK-20788 i Rk —
UK-20788
10 (04551 UK-20789 %ﬂ; AEsfekz —
UK-20789
11 |04548 UK-20790 BT dhshahz —
UK-20790
12 (04557 |UK-20791 i dbshar —
UK-20791
55 N
13104564 UK-20792 ?@, ez
UK-20792
14 104554 UK-20793 %ﬁ bz —
UK-20793
15 |04565 UK-20794 R dbsferr —

UK-20794




No. WS2021Seq. a) Source Glyph
reference
16 |04571 UK-20795 LT bk — (i)
UK-20795
17 04570 UK-20796 i JEshah —(3)
UK-20796

5. 3 reasons for the proposed code suspension

(1) Commonly used variants, give two examples :

7]

1. Variant of [ : WS2021-00265:UK-20678UK-20678 « WS2021-
00436:UK-20684 ﬂ]ﬂ

UK-20684
The lower part of the two characters is not closed, according to

the usage of "v ® ¥ — 4 " which means that thereisa"# " in
the character " © ", and in Taoism, it needs to be closed in order to
have energy. Therefore, the most common form is "[/1]" (see the

evidence on the right below). The other two characters can be
considered as IVS.

(RF24) Gz [ 288 gHY 2 - 5
k) % folio 26 ~ 42

2. Let's look at these three characters (WS2021-03765 ~ 03761 and

00595)
These three forms are written in different ways, and the
relationship between them needs to be further investigated; °

6



1l

WS2021-03765: UK-20679 uk-20679 ~

Al
WS2021-03761: UK-20682U&-20682

—ry
—

1}
WS2021-00595: UK-20697 UK-20687

(2) Unstable Sacred name of deity > try two examples -
=

5

A. WS2021-04371: UK-20680 UK-20680

According to the "% 5 < #4", this character is said to be the
name of the Emperor of Heaven.

however, from the local Taoist altar in Taiwan, this character is
the " Earth Emperor". °

M 2 3F

BELR) GEREA | RAE AR 6]
ﬂ&) 5 f011026

==y
8l
B. WS2021-04358: UK-20704 UK-20704 ~ WS2021-04330: UK-
==
5]
20766UK-20766

According to " L ", "B = i&k+4]", the two characters are

7



said to be the name of the Jade Emperor; however, the writing of
the name of the Jade Emperor 1s slightly different from the local

.|

Taoist Altar in Taiwan.
!
»

> |

=
o=
EREE

P e M

PH s

-

B—&—1

% Life
H
: o X
. & 1

(B3 24) | (RFRH - g5 | £8E S
(i 4= 7 B) (GFzoz &7 A2 - b
*) ¥7 folio6 | ~) folio 35

(3) Other Daoist characters to be investigated

The Daoist characters applied for UK are from the "% § <L 4" and the "
R = i&k#]". The "B = & #$1]", for example, is clearer and easier to
understand, but it came out later and is not the original version that came
out earlier. Therefore, whether the characters we see now are variants or
have other variations, these need to be further investigated.

For example, the "7 - 34" includes five characters, as shown in Table 4.
The "7 24" already appeared in the Sixth Dynasties, and the current
evidence is from the Qing Dynasty's "& = & #]", so we are not sure how

many variations there are in the Daoist characters form in between, and
we are not sure if these characters are variant, so further confirmation is
needed.

Table 4 Five characters belonging to the "7 £ 24"

WS2021 Seq. |Source reference| Glyph UK’s Evidence

= (R AR S E)
04344 JUR-20780 UK%BO (2 sz #504) folio 71




04318 |[UK-20781 K
UK 20781
o
04306 UK-20782 =
UK 20782
5=
04326 UK-20783 &) (BB 3 1
UK-20783 Hﬁl‘ AR R
¥ IERE | XZ2E 24 2
= | | 5 5
04360 UK-20784 :?-FE | [ \ ; ;7’.:‘:% A imi-
ukzores | Mt 1 W

6. conclusion
(1) Taoism is one of the three traditional Chinese cultures and is closely

integrated with the beliefs of the Chinese people and the lives of ordinary
people, and has cultural, academic, and practical values. Therefore, it is
meaningful to encode Taoist characters.

(2) The Taoist characters are religious characters and are used in daily life;
it is very important that the characters are correct and should not be
written incorrectly.

(3) However, most IRG members are not experts in Taoism, so we need to
ask experts to assist in searching and verifying. Therefore, it is
recommended to hold off on coding characters that need to be further
investigated.

(4) The Daoist dictionary of authorized characters is currently not found,
and CMEX, in collaboration with the Academician Fong-Mao Lee (%

2 1) ,Taoist priest and his team, is working on a cross-international
compilation of Daoist characters. We welcome the participation of

interested IRG experts.

(End of document)
(Chinese Version)
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UK Gk > F 5~ RG> P sl vigd - PEW
BB gE od A PHCE R EFL 0T b IRGHSS &
g CTCA F 8T gk E By KR B T Flt » § 15 TCA T
POE L RRE e 02 Bsc E 4R K¢ o (Center
for the study of Chinese religions, NCCU) » ¥ = H -3 o & 70 iR 4R
WS2021 3 & ¢ ehif 2 F & I Al %5 1 R ¥R oAk R 2R
FE R auERET D 2 o

“TCA% 4R 4

UKY e e~ 5 £ 1525 e o= <8 2585 TR
#§ %8 5 (Taoism Sacral combined Characters) ~ i % ¥z (Sacred name of
deity) ~ ™ % 22 % % % ¢ &1 B 3 (Communication With Esoteric
Buddhism) >4 2 fr £ IR 2 8T o ME R R E R DEHE
FEROZERVALM BFAFETE R F LE TG

. (E2m) 263%) L& 1o

2. ((1\— rEY (1 F) o BE 2

3. WRTPOFEERH1TF) o L& 3

Hepd G &g > d R EPBE S NATANKR ZRE-
T BR  EE A e RH F 0 R AR AN s 0 B B
/g.b Ei\z:\.‘»lﬁ‘ﬂ Pfgﬁ") %'E%

P REN L
FHRFEF A (Talismans)— % 95 # 3 B S onp! TR 5 #HE X 1
B2y eed £ Fla &% Fif(Sacred name of deity) » 117 B F o if
BHme > A a2 FaEidg, o @A mi*u ¥_# < (Talismantic
inscriptions) ~ % 3% (Spells) ¥ i %t ## # % F (Talismans and sacral
characters) o iz 3 B F & G plRACHEL NI > L BRELFH S T
B H W F A 3 2 n 0 4e B B ¥ (Hinduism) 22 % %t (Esoteric
(Buddhism)) ; 2 @3+ B % p 4 i #(Shinto(L A & ) ~ $ B & %
(Shamanism (FH)NE - F bttt 88w %‘ kR F
Beo FVARZERTF o MF K F AT KB N L B
I ,@ﬁq: v R LA IR e

-n\i\.
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2 (et

ué?pm,'a;ﬂ\écza

7-&\'_"

PR F el & kg (E &) (Daozang) ~ i
P E > 2 P i 3 (Altar) TR 2 45 & o 4% ) s
KOERAAWT  WETFH B ST oNEBERKE S
" (c F)EER ) TERERZH T A WPBE A BT

WAF & Bl R

[y N VJ:
EFIR -

(— ) ig &4f ¥ F (Taoism Sacral combined Characters) :
BFAE R F 0 AT TR (2
(=
(=) # < (Talismantic inscriptions) : fic &
R N -,»'»\%fuyf]‘a_
() 342 %35 (Spells) :

() ¥ %% 2 a2 3 (Communication With esoteric Mantra) :

) l‘—”—,d- _

¥ ¥ (Sacred name of deity) : 4r = i

=
b FER T A W R (L) B

SR P >>
B ih (TF'}A? Three Pure Ones) »
£ (T )

ﬁ ,zw - _‘§\"P/f A= 3§J_;F

a0 md T

B R AP PRTE % (GEE g ) ek
% E ?\;"5‘/":"\7}'&“{4 ) 4 %i&»ik*i‘%lj v b ooFx R

I L

Y kK R K RRE T I ARERRY o

e~ AERT 44 B RTF 74

(-)Mp (E2m) > 2263 (H 7 WS2021-02055:UK-20558 © ‘4t
P
21 2 (R2P) 26 BF
WS2021| a) Source WS2021 | a) Source
. Seq. | reference Glyph . Seq. reference Glyph
HJ? [y
1 100661 |UK-20540 HI3 14 03149 UK-20553
L sl UK-20553
_{-ti Hﬁz
2 00142 [UK-20541 KI5 {01755 UK-20554
UK-20541 UK-20554
I =
3 100583  |UK-20542 2 16 01080 UK-20555 A
UK-20542 UK-20555
< !
4 100952  [UK-20543 2 17 {03503 UK-20556 W
UK-20543 UK-20556
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WS2021

Glyph

No.

WS2021
Seq.

a) Source
reference

Glyph

Seq.

a) Source
reference

UK-20557

{27

5 100766

UK-20544

UK-20544

i s

025

05

A

UK-20557

{7

6 100954

UK-20545

=
= ST

UK-20545

02055

UK-20558

UK-20559

UK-20558

e

UK-20546

01085

UK-20546

& |

01762

UK-20559

b5
o

03933

UK-20547

UK-20547

AH by

00822

UK-20560

UK-20561

UK-20560

{F

00949

UK-20548

i

UK-20548

22

00163

UK-20562

UK-20561

5

10 102229

UK-20549

fix

UK-20549

01890

00006

UK-20563

UK-20562

11 (02030

UK-20550

%

UK-20550

UK-20564

UK-20563

1

12 100775

UK-20551

fif

UK-20551

25

01014

UK-20564

A

13 00254

UK-20552

EE

26 02275

UK-20565

UK-20565

UK-20552

B (xaKlpe) » 21

E
# 2

a) Source reference

Glyph

WS2021

Seq.

Az

03001

UK-20616

UK-20616

= Eﬁt’-‘l—‘r\"

@*ﬁ ’ ,4/:'_ 17 _? °
2317 BESERFFHER D)




No.

WS2021
Seq_

04373

a) sOu rce
reference

UK-20701

04324

04374

UK-20702

e
AH

UK-20703

==

e

04359

UK-20732

04340

UK-20733

I

04555

UK-20785

R

04547

04569

UK-20786

KA

Bshhr —

bz —

UK-20787

i

10

04567

UK-20788

bz —

11

04551

UK-20789

i

it

bz —

04548

dbsherr —

12

UK-20790

0

04557

13

UK-20791

ik

dbsherr —

04564

dbsherr —

UK-20792

WE

bz —

13



WS2021

a) Source

e Seq. reference Glyph 2ELD
dEskakr —
14 |04554 UK-20793 E‘
UK-20793
dEsfekr—
15 04565 UK-20794 ﬂ
UK-20794
JEsbs 2 — (@)
16 04571 UK-20795
UK-20795
AEsfe-z —()
17 04570 UK-20796 E
UK-20796

I RIS AS B R AP

SELEL TR B

il

1. il 483 ¢ WS2021-00265:UK-20678 20678 « WS2021-
00436:UK-20684 [Iff]

UK-20684

R BFAGT L ALk Rk R RL v ¢ ¥ -

T MRS T

v F AT ‘J’ﬁ 4§ o Ay e E0F

" (R4 PEE) e TS BFE 4 R IVS AT

(%4

g
*) %

2l
i,

) GFgrt 4T
folio 26 ~ 42

L 8e 2 ERY A2 - b
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2. fFiE3 BF : WS2021-03765 ~ 03761 % 00595

03765~ 03761 &% Len- fEpiT 2 b Bt > T B G0vF &
=S AR g g T S5 00595 T

'}?{'5\:—— T F2WEE o

O

WS2021-03765: UK-20679 uk-20679 ~

Al
WS2021-03761: UK-20682WK-20082

—ry
—

A
WS2021-00595: UK-20697 UK-20697

)Z fgé &F’!’J %:Eu% Fi pé‘ﬁg: l,}lJ .
e
$5
I. WS2021-04371: UK-20680 UK-20680
g5 UK & teen (85 2 f4) E]vﬁ_ ’ {@4 A A X 95

ek A 2 g T AMrEiTiE 8

o

a2

ot
55

c

+J< > __l,fi>> ( ?P\__,_ F= 7| ::}_;‘%ﬁyi-% i‘g’i}i:ﬁ]jxi—- &l
2&) %—> s f011026

=+

r=
gl
2. WS2021-04358: UK-20704 UK-20704 « WS2021-04330: UK-
ZE
n

20766UK-20766
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WS2021 Seq. |Source reference| Glyph UK’s Evidence
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04318 UK-20781 Z
UK-20781
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ISO/IEC JTC1/SC2/WG2/IRG N2579 Feedback
Date: 2023-10-16

Title: Feedback to IRGN2579 Suggestions for Taoism Sacral Characters Encoding
Source: Wang Xieyang(E %)

Status: Individual Contribution

Action: For consideration by IRG

In IRGN2579, experts said “UK FIGERIEHCC T, L 152 Feeeee- WA B R R A aB 4s R,
EERETTIOR 44 AR E AR K7 S AT A b - - AR EE B B, R TR A
A2 BT AR, 5 BE — DR i i R TR R — Bk, Rk, R T AR A
15, e SRR AR 1 A wh g

I suggest to postpone the 108 Taoism Sacral Characters which are suggested to be encoded after a
thorough investigation.

What’s more, I suggest UK establish a connection with experts in this major to check related

ideographs before the next submission.

(End of Doc)
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