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Background

In TRGN2537, T proposed to disunify 8 characters, then TCA had a feedback, and after
that there was no further discussion. The feedback from TCA pointed out that they agreed
to disunify one of those characters, however even that characdter is now still not disunified.
I asked Selena last year and she said that TCA was waiting for the opinions from China.
In this proposal, I would like to propose to disunify 2 of those characdters again with addi-
tional references, and hope to get feedback from multiple sources.

1. U+2335F ()
2. U+6B25 (IX)

U+2335F (H)

U+2335F, along with its compatibility character U+2F980 looks like the below picture in
Unicode 16.0:
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First of all, let us see the feedback for IRGN2537 from TCA which indicates that they
agreed to disunify this character:

The TCA agrees with the proposal to disunified 2F980 and U+2335F, because they are
two characters with different sounds and meanings.

As we can see from the figure below, U+2F980 is the ancient character for "5", with
the sound kén, the radical is [A(130.0). In the book PUi¥fsikF, the radical is i (74.0),
with the sound wéi, which means "M:"(to spit).

(figure omitted in this document, please see the original feedback)



While Prof. Hsueh Jen Hsu (F%%{") passed away in May, 2023, Dr. Lu sent an email
to all the IRG experts, and attached his manuscript — it chanced to be the discussion

about whether to disunify this character or not. This picture is shown below:




I §till remember that, I received the email when 1 was having a lesson (Japanese oral

interpretation), and after I saw that the attached pic¢ture was related to my proposal, 1 al-
most cried in public.

It is clear that & "—H (aka the H¥P one) and 557 —H (aka the Bi]ﬁlg one) are two

different characters. The evidences already listed in IRGN2537 (J¢FRo #ll | I 1% A - il

CNS11643, HE MRS T 7 and SO AR S A T L) will not be repeated here;
below is the evidence from Daikanwa Dictionary RPN ).
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Fig.1-2 KEMFEH P5673, P9606

It is also clear that they are two different charadters in Japan. After the large horizontal
extention by J—source from Unicode 16.0, the former one (aka JMJ—037876) is correéily

mapped to U+2335F, and the latter one (aka JMJ—037877) needs to be horizontally ex-
tended after the disunification.

For KP—source, there is no action should be taken. KP1—4A38 is just the H S one,
and the PIS one is not seen in KPS 10721.

To sum up, the table below shows the new source references if the disunification is
done:

G—source T—source J—source KP—source
U+2335F | GKX-0504.23 T5-2444 IMJ—-037876 KP1-4A38
U+2727? GKX—-0973.20 T6—287B IMJ—-037877 /
U+2F980 / TU—-2F980 / /




In the table, red indicates a new source reference on that codepoint, while blue indicates
a revised source reference on that codepoint. U+2???? indicates the new codepoint, maybe
at the end of CJK—ExtC.

U+6B25 (HX)

U+6B25 looks like the below picture in Unicode 16.0:
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Let us firt see some discussion on Zhihu (A1°F, a website like Quora) between Tao
Yang (F44%) and me:
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(FaME(+3E is Tao Yang, and Sim—CH is me)
He says that,
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only similar in shape, but also have a narrow meaning, so the opportunity to change

their shapes is relatively slim.
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Once the pronunciation and the meaning of single charadters are determined, it is rea-
sonable to separate them.

One thing I need to clarify is that, I do not request (but only suggest) to change the
glyph for any sources. There are many different characters (i.e. their abstract shapes are
different) with the same actual shape in Unicode CJKUI, even in the recently encoded
CJK—ExtH and the upcoming CJK—Ext], for examples:
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And 1 totally agree that we should disunify if we could determine that the two charac-
ters are phonetically and semantically different, even if they are graphically similar or the
same in some of the regional conventions. The evidence already listed in IRGN2537 (JF¢kE

“Z#1) will not be repeated here; below is the evidence from Daikanwa Dictionary (KN
FI):
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Fig.3—4 KyEEMGEH P6333, P5434



same as HEEE 7 HL However, the two characters are not separated in either the JH (Hanyd
Denshi) character set or the JMJ (Moji Joho) character set, and the readings are mixed in
IMDI’s 35 i OE MR AR 2% > A 7 2 (IMJ—014753). Here 1 would like to request Japan to
separate these two characters — whether to differentiate the glyphs does not matter since
there are already precedent cases like JMJ—013840 and JMJ—013841.

The thorny thing here is that, both FHEFE“ZHL and KyEFIHEH give only the pronuncia-

ter, and it has clear pronunciation and meaning different from {I'H/X. BEven if I HX
from FEEEZHL or AMEFIHEEHL seems to be not cognate with i i /K from Nom, they
share both the abstract shape and the actual shape, which is a similar case as Hl (i,

means machine in Chinese) and #| (2 < A, means table in Japanese), so they should be

Nom Dan Giai), we will see:
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Fig.5 online TDCNDG on nomfoundation.org

means “morning” or “early”; also, we may see many other Nom characters with the read-
ing sGm contain the semantic component 5., H or H:


https://moji.or.jp/mojikibansearch/info?MJ%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%9B%B3%E5%BD%A2%E5%90%8D=MJ014753
https://nomfoundation.org/nom-tools/Tu-Dien-Chu-Nom-Dan_Giai/Tu-Dien-Chu-Nom-Dan_Giai?uiLang=en
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Fig.6—7 #yGalt pg45EI450E P963; Nom Lookup Tool on nomfoundation.org

a new codepoint.

It looks like that we will do nothing for U+6B25 but only to encode a new character,
however, I would like to point out that it is really a disunification request since multiple
sources mix the two characters — besides CF I ILME Mk > A 7 A which mixed the
readings of two different charadters on one single codepoint, in Unihan Database, the
kHanyuPinyin value for U+6B25 is “21495.010:yi,huan,yu 32135.090:yu,yi,huan”, which

To sum up, the table below shows the new source references if the disunification is

done:
G—source H—source T—source J—source K—source | V—source
U+6B25 G5—4A39 HB2—-CCE9 | T2—274A |IMJ—-014753 | K2—-3E2D /
U+227?77 | GKX—1600.15 / / 177777 / VN—2277?

Japan accepts my request to separate the two characters, I am not sure if they would like
to use JMJ source or maybe something else (e.g. a new source for A 7% FI & i );

(End of document)


https://nomfoundation.org/nom-tools/Nom-Lookup-Tool/Nom-Lookup-Tool?input_type=rqn_or_hn&inputText=s%E1%BB%9Bm&GO=GO

