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We cannot unreasonably reject the encoding request of script-hybrid ideographs in historical
materials, nor can we directly reject the encoding request of script-hybrid ideographs created in the
future. Therefore, for a possible new script, we should not only consider what we see in front of us.
Due to the reform of the writing system in various countries and the spread of Western culture in
the East, the number of script-hybrid ideographs in historical documents are unlikely to be as less
as those presented in IRG N2637 and IRG N2717. We have found four script-hybrid ideographs
composed by Bopomofo and ideograph in a famous book written by a renowned paleontologist Mr.
Tang Lan(/#=%). The four script-hybrid ideographs were not included in IRG N2637 or IRG N2717.
Two of them are cited by a Singaporean expert and one of them have different glyphs between the
two books.
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There has been no discussion on the following key issues in IRG yet:
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1. The approximate number of script-hybrid ideographs in historical materials
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If the number of script-hybrid ideographs that can be encoded is indeed very small, is it worth
changing IRG PnP for it? Will it be more suitable for them to be handled by WG2 or UTC?

If there are possibly many script-hybrid ideographs that can be encoded, it is obviously necessary
to systematically study them before encoding.

U AT -2 SO A SO R SR D, T4 N B IRG PnP 75 452
INRGEIZAE, ARG A WG2 B UTC SRALEE?

N R AT b -3 SO A S ST BOE T AR, A AR b B IE AU B Al S0
HdkAT RS 5T

2. The unification rule between of script-hybrid ideographs and other Han ideographs
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For example, can the following three sets of character shapes be unified to each other?
Xt and X!

il | ‘] T and

If they can be unified, then what is the standard of the unification? Is the standard similarity of
glyphs? Even if we choose to unify script-hybrid ideographs and other Han ideographs according
to the similarity between glyphs, it should be written down first, discussed, and then we can reach

a consensus, do the encoding work in practice.

! It was created in the modern time.


https://hc.jsecs.org/irg/ws2021/app/?id=00029
https://hc.jsecs.org/irg/ws2017/app/?id=04549
https://dict.variants.moe.edu.tw/dictView.jsp?ID=20710

tetn, PAF =T UG A?

WERNBZG S, M AGE RIbERAT A7 FIRAREY? RME DLy AT A G ahnitt, 341
WRAZSIESCA, e —F, &5 R Z e FHERESEBr g i iR -

[ - WA
2 A N - R
Hr =% [Pl
LT, BALHL X

3. How to determine the glyphs of script-hybrid ideographs in regular script as well as the
representative glyphs of script-hybrid ideographs in code charts?
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4. The conditions for determining whether a character is a script-hybrid ideograph

For example, is it necessary to have Han ideograph components? If it is, it should be written down
in a document, too. I noticed that there are some characters composed purely by kana in IRG N2637.
If it is not necessary to have Han ideograph components, then can we encode the E (variant of %)
included in IRG N2731 as Han ideograph? How about the characters composed purely by
Bopomofo, which are listed in Fig.5?
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) Japanese abbreviation for word “-E /L & JL(mortar)”

Japanese ligature of “-¥ ¥ 2\ (yakiba)”
often found 1n sword books of the Edo era
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Fig.4 Characters combined by kana only found in IRG N2637
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Fig.5 Characters composed purely by Bopomofo, found in [K[E 58 B &, EH+, pagel0

Overall, because the very fundamental issues regarding the script-hybrid ideographs have not been
discussed in IRG yet, it is too early to say whether to support or not. If a statement is necessary, [
personally believe that in the current situation, objection is more proper. If this question is really
simple, then we should be able to complete relevant proposals required by IRGN2731 and reach
consensus before the next IRG working set. If the problem is indeed complex, then being careful is
obviously a better choice. If related problems are discovered and discussed after the submission,
the discussions can be very inefficient and painful. The discussions on Daoist huimizi characters are
good examples.
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