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1. Background 

In IRGN2788 Section 2.4 Judith Chen suggests changing the G-source glyph for U+95D6 

to use 皀 on the left side, to match the glyph form shown in GB 7589—87, and also in the 

original ISO/IEC 10646-1:1993 code chart. She also suggests similarly modifying the 

glyph for U+3125D as the original evidence for encoding showed ⿰皀鸟 (see WS2015 

#05325 UK-02441). That is to say, U+9D56 鵖 ⇒ 鵖󠄁 and U+3125D 𱉝 ⇒ 𱉝󠄁. 

China has agreed to modify the glyph for U+9D56, and keep the same source reference 

(see IRGN2803R). 

 

Fig. 1: Unicode 16.0 code chart entry for U+9D56 

 

 

Fig. 2: Unicode 16.0 code chart entry for U+3125D 

 

2. Discussion 

We think that 鵖󠄁/𱉝󠄁 and 鵖/𱉝 are actually two separate characters with different 

meanings and readings. 

According to Hànyǔ Dàcídiǎn 汉语大词典 (Fig. 3) and Hànyǔ Dàzìdiǎn 汉语大字典 (Fig. 

4), the character 鵖󠄁/𱉝󠄁 has the reading bī, and is used in the archaic word 鵖󠄁鴔 bīfú 

meaning ‘hoopoe’ (Upupa epops). 

https://www.unicode.org/irg/docs/n2788-GSourceIssues.pdf
https://hc.jsecs.org/irg/ws2015/app/index.php?find=UK-02441
https://hc.jsecs.org/irg/ws2015/app/index.php?find=UK-02441
https://www.unicode.org/irg/docs/n2803r-IRGN2788Feedback.pdf
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Fig. 3: Hànyǔ Dàcídiǎn 汉语大词典 (1993) vol. 12 p. 1115 

 

 

Fig. 4: Hànyǔ Dàzìdiǎn 汉语大字典 (2nd ed. 2010) p. 4941 

 

On the other hand, some modern books on ornithology use the character 鵖/𱉝 in the 

names of various passerine birds of the genus Oenanthe (Wheatears). We have many 

examples of this usage, which we can provide on request, but here we just give a single 

piece of evidence for each of 鵖 (Fig. 5) and 𱉝 (Fig. 6). Actually, the character 鵖/𱉝 here 

is read jí and is a variant form of U+4CED 䳭 / U+3127C 𱉼 (see Fig. 7 and Fig. 8), and so 

is unrelated to the character read bī. 

Thus we can conclude that 鵖󠄁/𱉝󠄁 (bī) and 鵖/𱉝 (jí) are two pairs of non-cognate 

characters with different readings, which should be encoded separately. 
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Fig. 5: 《最美手绘鸟世界》 = A-Z of Bird Portraits (北京: 中国青年出版社, 2015) 

[ISBN 978-7-5153-3309-0] p. 101 

 

 

Fig. 6: 《阿尔金山国家级自然保护区野生动植物图谱》(北京: 中国环境出版集团, 

2018) [ISBN 978-7-5111-3384-7] p. 363 
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Fig. 7: https://zh.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/漠䳭 

 

 
 

Fig. 8: 《中国鸟类观察手册》 = The CNG Field Guide to the Birds of China (长沙: 湖南
科学技术出版社, 2021) [ISBN 978-7-5710-0874-1] p. 562 

https://zh.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%BC%A0%E4%B3%AD
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3. Suggested Disunification 

Based on the above discussion, we suggest that U+9D56 and U+3125D should be 

disunified as below: 

1. Change the G-source glyph for U+9D56 to ⿰皀鳥, which is consistent with the H, T, J, K, 

and P glyphs, and keep the existing source reference. 

2. Change the UK-source glyph for U+3125D to ⿰皀鸟, consistent with its original 

evidence for encoding, and ensuring that the existing simplified-to-traditional mapping 

relationship is preserved. 

3. Encode a new pair of characters  ⿰即卩鳥 and ⿰即卩鸟 with G-source references. 

 

4. Unihan Properties 

A. Unihan_IRGSources.txt 

The current values for U+9D56 and U+3125D are: 

U+9D56 kRSUnicode 196.7 

U+9D56 kTotalStrokes 16 

U+3125D kRSUnicode 196'.5 

U+3125D kTotalStrokes 10 

 

Change to: 

U+9D56 kRSUnicode 196.7 

U+9D56 kTotalStrokes 18 

U+3125D kRSUnicode 196'.7 

U+3125D kTotalStrokes 12 

Add these kRSUnicode and kTotalStrokes values for the two new characters, where 

U+XXXXX is the new traditional character and U+YYYYY is the new simplified character: 

U+XXXXX kRSUnicode 196.5 

U+XXXXX kTotalStrokes 16 

U+YYYYY kRSUnicode 196'.5 

U+YYYYY kTotalStrokes 10 

 

B. Unihan_Variants.txt 

Keep these properties unchanged: 

U+9D56 kSimplifiedVariant U+3125D 

U+3125D kTraditionalVariant U+9D56 

Add new kSimplifiedVariant and kTraditionalVariant mappings for the two new 

characters. 
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C. Unihan_Readings.txt 

The current values for U+9D56 and U+3125D are: 

U+9D56 kCantonese gip3 

U+9D56 kFanqie 彼及 居輒 
U+9D56 kHanyuPinyin 74636.100:bī 

U+9D56 kJapanese ヒュウ ホウ キョウ コウ ヒョウ 

U+9D56 kMandarin bī 

U+3125D kCantonese gip3 

 

Change these as below, where U+XXXXX is the new traditional character and U+YYYYY is 

the new simplified character: 

U+9D56 kCantonese bat1 gip3 

U+9D56 kFanqie 彼及 居輒 
U+9D56 kHanyuPinyin 74636.100:bī 

U+9D56 kJapanese ヒュウ ホウ キョウ コウ ヒョウ 

U+9D56 kMandarin bī jié 

U+3125D kCantonese bat1 gip3 

U+3125D kMandarin bī jié 

U+XXXXX kCantonese zik1 

U+XXXXX kMandarin jí 

U+YYYYY kCantonese zik1 

U+YYYYY kMandarin jí 

 

 


